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Political mandate on environment & health

“We must and will stay the course on all of our goals, including those set out

in the European Green Deal. Our focus must now be on implementing what we

have agreed, working closely with all stakeholders and focusing on our big

challenges”

A new plan for Europe’s sustainable prosperity and competitiveness

“We will also step up our work on preventive health, in particular for mental

health, including at work, and cardiovascular diseases, as well as on treatments

for degenerative illnesses and research on autism. This will build on the successful

model of the Beating Cancer Plan.”

2025 State fo the Union speech of Predident von der Leyen

“And Europe must also take the lead on global health. We are on the brink – or

even at the start – of another global health crisis. As a medical doctor by training,

I am appalled by the disinformation that threatens global progress on

everything from measles to polio. And this is why today I can announce that the

EU will head a new Global Health Resilience Initiative. Because the world is

looking to Europe – and Europe is ready to lead.”



European 
Cardiovascular 

Strategy

Chemicals Industry Action 
Plan including PFAS

Vision for Agriculture and 
Food

European Water 
Resilience Initiative 

European Cardiovascular 
Strategy



https://environment.ec.europa.eu/zero-pollution-stakeholder-platform/actions_en
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The Cancer Inequalities 

Register - factsheet



Published on 3 March 2025: 
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/zero-pollution-action-plan/zero-pollution-targets_en
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https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/zero-pollution-action-plan/zero-pollution-targets_en


Policy context for Chemicals Indicator 
Framework 

Chemicals Strategy 

for Sustainability 

(CSS) 

CSS Action Plan 

Develop a framework of 

indicators 

to monitor drivers and 

impacts of ​

chemicals pollution ​

and to measure the 

effectiveness ​

of chemicals legislation

• Chemicals are 

produced/used in a 

way that maximises 

their benefits to 

society while 

avoiding harm to 

planet & people

• Production and use 

of safe and 

sustainable 

chemicals

becomes the EU 

market norm and a 

global standard

DG ENV: leading 

WG8 ISG 

EEA-ECHA

technical co-leads

WG8: DGs, EU 

agencies



• Integrated One Health Research 

• Focus on preventive actions, reducing and eliminating health risks

• Seek a holistic view of health risk factors, beyond the strict health domain

• Expose and address environmental health inequalities

• Address knowledge gaps on environmental determinants, for example:

• Exposure to emerging air and water pollutants

• Health impacts from noise

• Exposure to chemicals and mixtures of chemicals

• Living near contaminated sites



• The policy framework is largely set, 

we now need to implement it on the 

ground 

• Strengthen health and environment 

nexus through ONE HEALTH with 

focus on prevention

• Better integration of environment and 

health data is essential, and these 

relationships should be taught
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Our way ahead to a toxic free, water resilient 
environment
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Thank you
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