Environment & health — progress and
outlook on EU policy initiatives
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4 The triple planetary crises and health are closely
intertwined — ONE HEALTH |

“l in 10 premature deaths
in the EU is linked to
environmental pollution”
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Climate-related hazards Non-climatic risk drivers

Cascading climate risks ez IS G O o
affect health

and Cascading impacts and risks

Ecosystems Water

Food — e.g. prices of products leading to changing diets

Ecosystems — e.g. impact on green spaces in cities

Infrastructure

Water — e.g. pollution caused by droughts/floods
Infrastructure — e.g. reduced access to hospitals

Economy and finance — e.g. mental health implications

Economy and finance
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The European Green Deal — zero pollution links to ‘One Health’

Increasing the EU’s Climate A zero pollution ambition
ambition for 2030 and 2050 for a toxic-free environment

Supplying clean, affordable Preserving and restoring
and secure energy The ecosystems and biodiversity
European
Green From ‘Farm to Fork’: a fair,

Deal healthy and environmentally
friendly food system

Mobilising industry
for a clean and circular economy

Building and renovating in an Accelerating the shift to
energy and resource efficient way sustainable and smart mobility

Leave no one behind

Financing the transition
9 (Just Transition)

The EU as a

A European
global leader P

Climate Pact
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Our Response:
Zero Pollution Action Plan 2050 vision & 2030 targets

The zero pollution
vision for 2050

| “Air, water and soil pollution is

.y reduced to levels no longer
#4 considered harmful

to health and natural
ecosystems and that respect
the boundaries our planet
can cope with,

& thus creating a toxic-free

environment.”

by 25% the EU
ecosystems
threatened by air
pollution

by 50% nutrient

L by 55% the
losses, ups&;stmdes health
& antimicrobials impacts of air
I pollution
Achieve objectives in EU
laws
(air, water, marine and other)
+ reduce
by 50% plastic by 30% the share
litter at sea of people
and by 30% disturbed

micro-plastics by transport noise

waste generation
and by 50%
residual
municipal
waste
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Air & Noise

Zero Pollution — implementation of key legislative

actions

- Revised Ambient Air
Quality Directive

- Revised Industrial
Emissions Directive
and Industrial
Emissions Register
Regulation

- New emission limit
values for motor vehicles
(EURO7)

- Implementation Report
of Environmental
Noise Directive
Evaluation of the
National Emissions-
reduction
Commitment Directive
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- Revised Urban

Wastewater
Treatment Directive

- Revised Drinking Water

Directive

- Ongoing revision of

water pollutants list

- Evaluation of the

Marine Strategy
Framework Directive

- Evaluation of the

Bathing Water
Directive

- Implementation Reports

on Water Framework,
Floods and Marine
Directives

Ongoing negotiations
on the new Seil
Monitoring Directive

New Nature
Restoration Law

Existing Sustainable
Use of Pesticides
Directive

Evaluation of the
Nitrates Directive

Products & waste

- New Ecodesign for
Sustainable Products
Regulation

- Revised Packaging and
Packaging Waste
Directive

- Revision of the Mercury
Regulation

* Revised Waste
Shipment Regulation

* Ongoing negotiations on
pellets proposal reducing
microplastics pollution

* Ongoing negotiations on
‘one substance, one
assessment’

- European
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Political mandate on environment & health

“We must and will stay the course on all of our goals, including those set out
in the European Green Deal. Our focus must now be on implementing what we
have agreed, working closely with all stakeholders and focusing on our big
challenges”

A new plan for Europe’s sustainable prosperity and competitiveness

“We will also step up our work on preventive health, in particular for mental
health, including at work, and cardiovascular diseases, as well as on treatments
for degenerative illnesses and research on autism. This will build on the successful
model of the Beating Cancer Plan.”

2025 State fo the Union speech of Predident von der Leyen

“And Europe must also take the lead on global health. We are on the brink — or
even at the start — of another global health crisis. As a medical doctor by training,
| am appalled by the disinformation that threatens global progress on
everything from measles to polio. And this is why today | can announce that the
EU will head a new Global Health Resilience Initiative. Because the world is
looking to Europe — and Europe is ready to lead.”

EUROPE’S CHOICE

POLITICAL GUIDELINES
FOR THE NEXT EUROPEAN COMMISSION
2024-2029

Ursula von der L
C v the Eu

eyen
Candidate for the European Commyssion President
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Relevant new initiatives

European Cardiovascular
Strategy
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Flagships — integrated initiatives

1. Reducing health
inequalities
through zero
pollution

4. Facilitating zero
pollution choices

7. Living Labs foyr
green digital
solutions and

smart zero
pollution

2. Supporting
urban zero
pollution action

8. Minimising the
EU’s external
pollution footprint

-> Progress tracker: Actions (europa.eu)

3. Promoting zero
pollution across
regions

6. Showcasing zero
pollution solutions
for buildings
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https://environment.ec.europa.eu/zero-pollution-stakeholder-platform/actions_en

The Cancer Inequalities
Register - factsheet

A lighter shade indicates
better performance
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<80t096
. Data not available

Age-standardised rate
(per 100 000 inhabitants)

Luxembourg: 14.4

Cancer deaths attributable to environmental
factors (per 100,000 inhabitants)

Effect of environmental factors
on cancer in Europe

EUROPEAN CANCER INEQUALITIES REGISTRY

JUNE 2023

+ Roughly, 10% of the cancer burden in Europe is attributable to ambient air pollution, residential

attributable to environmental factors. radon, and second-hand smoke.

- Approximately 97% of the EU urban + On average, men are affected twice as much by

population live in areas that exceed the WHO the 1 polls as d to

recommended level for ambient air pollution women.

exposure, increasing the risk of poor health, « The Zero Poll Phass sl thie:

Including lung cancer. European Green Deal aim to reduce exposure to

. C Lo diff: " It and their d N

are observed In estimated lung cancer deaths effects on the health of European citizens.
CHALLENGES
Environmental cancer risks Y
Exposure to environmental @

e
chemicals, rezidential radon, UV AMBIENT AIR POLLUTION FESIDENTIAL RADON
radiation and second-hand smoke) iz | 17%cf et cancer deatis | 1% of alt cancer deati
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10% of new cancer cases * and around
9% of overall cancer deaths ¢ in Europe.
The cancer types linked to environmental l&l |®l
carcinogens exposure include lung, skin,

bladder and mesothelioma cancers, SECOND-HAND SMOKE HOUSEHOLD AR POLLUTION.
among otherz *. Air pollution, rezidential | 12%of st cancer coame | 1% oF all cancer deaths i

. radon and second-hand smoke B 52 urgeance ceame | 1% ing cances ceen: )
©  exposures are the leading causes of lung =
cancers after smoking. Figure 1 emposre carcnogens 1o cancer deaths i 2019 1 Euroe™*.
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https://cancer-inequalities.jrc.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/ECIR-inequalities-factheet-environmental-cancer-Jun2023.pdf
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Outlook: is the target going to be met by 20307

2"d Zero Pollution Monitoring S o S
& Outlook
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Zero pollution monitoring dashboard
The Zero pollution is 45

indicators providing assessments on available
knowledge and past trends in pollution related to different

of ion and C on, Health and
Ecosystems. The indicators are complemented by 24 signals. Signals provide additional insights (qualitative

and/or quantitative data) and may indicate a trend for a specific phenomenon that is deemed worth exploring despite
incomplete coverage. The monitoring dashboard does not include a future/outiook component

O e \; a

Production’and
consumption

Ecosystems

o
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5 . >y Reduce the use © Sl
Zero pollution monitoring and outlook report Urg b, San the more hazardous A
Individual indicators may not be sufficient, in themselves, to directly assess the drivers and impacts of pollution on 50% Cheml'ca| pestiddes
; and . and health. However, the dashboard should, as a whole, support the measurement

of current progress towards the Zero pollution targets. The Zero pollution monitoring and outlook report, prepared jointly by the by 50%
Zero polIution moni(or]ng and EEA and the JRC, complements the dashboard by providing an overarching assessment that supports policy monitoring and

identifies needs for future action. Importantly the report includes specific information and assessment on the future outlook
EEAJRC Report 13/2024

based on available modelling of future scenarios or other available outlook assessments.

Target 4C

What progress has been made towards the targets?

Target 1
11

Published on 3 March 2025:

httos://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategv/zero-pollution-action-plan/zero-pollution-taragets en

Target 2 Target3  Target 4A Target4B Target4C Target4D Target5A Target5B Target 6A Target 6B

% -2%

-1.5%

Baseline year: Baseline year:
05 2017

Baseline year: Baseline year:
2016 not defined*


https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/zero-pollution-action-plan/zero-pollution-targets_en
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The EU Green Deal
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Climate neutrality
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/Chemicals Strategy\

for Sustainability
(CSS)

Chemicals are
produced/used in a
way that maximises
their benefits to
society while
avoiding harm to
planet & people

Production and use
of safe and
sustainable
chemicals
becomes the EU
market norm and a

Circular economy

B

/CSS Action Plan \

Develop a framework of
indicators
to monitor drivers and
iImpacts of
chemicals pollution
and to measure the
effectiveness

Policy context for Chemicals Indicator
-ramework
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Pollution & health: policy and research priorities

Integrated One Health Research

Focus on preventive actions, reducing and eliminating health risks

Seek a holistic view of health risk factors, beyond the strict health domain

Expose and address environmental health inequalities
« Address knowledge gaps on environmental determinants, for example:

« EXposure to emerging air and water pollutants
« Health impacts from noise
« Exposure to chemicals and mixtures of chemicals

 Living near contaminated sites
E
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Take away messages

* The policy framework is largely set,
we now need to implement it on the
ground

 Strengthen health and environment
nexus through ONE HEALTH with
focus on prevention

* Better integration of environment and
health data Is essential, and these
relationships should be taught | oo



Our way ahead to a toxic free, water resilient
environment
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